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back to his bivouac, where he at once set to work to eat liis
soup with his comrades amid renewed peals of laughter.

During our stay at Pilnitz, the enemy was receiving strong
reinforcements, notably 60,000 Russians under Benningseiu
These came from beyond Moscow, and included many Tartars
and Bashkirs, armed only with bows and arrows. I have
never understood with what object the Eussian Government
brought up from so great a distance these masses of irregular
cavalry, who could be of no use against troops armed in the
modern fashion, and only made food more scarce for the
regular troops. Our soldiers were in no way impressed by
the sight of these half-savage Asiatics, whom, from their
bows and arrows, they nicknamed ' the Cupids.' The new-
comers, however, who had never seen Frenchmen, encouraged
by officers nearly as ignorant as themselves, expecbed to see
us fly at their approach. The very day after their arrival
they assailed our troops in countless bands, but were received
with musketry-fire, and left many of their number dead on
the ground. Their losses seemed only to excite them further;
and as any ground suited them they began wheeling round
us like swarms of wasps, and it was hard to catch them.
When our troopers did get at them, the execution was con-
siderable. Still, as then Eussians took advantage of the
disorder into which they threw our line to support them by
detachments of hussars, the Emperor ordered the generals,
to keep a redoubled watch and to visit the outposts fre-
quently.

Meanwhile, both sides were preparing to resume the
hostilities which, as I have said, had been unofficially sus-
pended. One morning, when our camp was perfectly quiet,
just as I was in my shirtsleeves, preparing to shave myself
before a little mirror hung to a tree, I felt a tap on the
shoulder. Looking round sharply to see who in my regiment
had taken this liberty with his colonel, I beheld the Emperor.
He had wished to examine the neighbouring position without
alarming the enemy, and had gone the rounds with a single
aide-de-camp, followed by some squadrons selected from all
the regiments in the division. By his order, I took command example, Exelmans
